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Benevolus dnd Florelln. 



{F«b, 



lear tbe eamity, er tt> stand in need 
of tbe help of malignants. 

(The Answer fivm John Milton in our 
pert.) 

T» fit Pnpriettri of tit Sd/ait Magaxine, 



THE following little essay will, I 
hope, be acceptable to tbe read- 
ers of your pnblicatwn, and cause 
more reasonable, allowance to be 
made for tbe .feelings of the female 
mind, than is generally admitted. 

Although in many respects the 
condition of females is peculiarly 
happy in ibis country, yet they suf- 
fer one species of injustice, on which 
no comment has ever been made. 

If they become sufficiently ac- 
quainted with those who seek them 
as wives, to discover in the character 
of their siiitors any latent cause of 
future disquiet, and therefore re- 
ject one whom tbt-y have Neces- 
sarily kept" fbt- sofne time in sus- 
pense, they are stigmatized by the 
name of jilts, and very otten incur 
great odium, for that act of their 
lives, which may -have" given the 
strongest proof of their rectitude and 
firmnes!!. 

According to the common prac- 
tice of society, a wotnan is justly 
apprehensive of becoming so well 
acquaimted with a man's character 
and niatiDers, as she ought to be, 
previous to" her marriage, lest slie 
should incur a sort of tacit engage- 
ment to Accept him : and it is to be 
feared, tjjany have sacrificed their 
happiness to overstrained notions of 
delicacy ciA this subject, and to the 
appr^CnSjoii of censure from the 
public voice, always so loudly exert- 
ed against the timfid and deteuce- 
less. 

The ftitntrfe sex, ever so ready to 
blande each other, act in a most im- 
politic msmner,. when tbt^y thus en- 



deavour to diminish their own rirole 
of choice, and powtr of deciding on 
their future friends, proiectors, anil— . 
masters ! For there will always be 
found a few to assert that right, 
which courtesy leaves dormaoi, and 
atfection abrogates. 

Sbnnf njen have even become ene- 
mies for life to her, who has relused 
them on mature consideration,^ and 
sufficient knowledge of their disposi... 
tion and habits. To this, however, 
there have been a few sbinmg ex- 
ceptions; and perhaps a man never 
appears in a mure amiable light, 
than when he watches, as a disin- 
terested friend and protector, over 
the woman who has rejected the ofi'er 
of bis hand. 

Such was the conduct of Benevo- 
Itts, who met Florella at a bathing 
place, where they had every op. 
|)ortuDtty, frOm the habits of the 
society, of being well known to 
each other. Florella, a Very younjj 
widow, who ktiew but little of the 
world, appreciated the excellencies 
of the head and heart of Benevolus ; 
but from the disparity of their ages, 
and the seriousne:>s of his temper, 
as' contrasted with the vivacity of 
hers, it never occurrBd*to her mind, 
that he could think of her as a wife. 
She was not utiu^ed to find her con- 
versation sought for by the old, the 
sedate, and even the learned, there- 
foie, his assiduities were received by 
her without reflection or suprise. 

Her 'rejection of his hand, how- 
<:ver, surprised him, and although 
her heart acquitted her, she appear- 
ed faulty in his eyes. Yet, under 
tliis impression, he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter, vvhere gentleness aul 
good breeding seem to have dictated 
every line, and given grace to the 
language of mild reproof. 

" Dear Madam, 
"The politeness with which yon 
have treated we on a latc: uccasioo> 
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demands my earliest acknowledg- 
ments : you have set me gently 
^ide, without pushing me rudely 
from you. 

" As I know from my present 
feelings, that it is not in my nature 
to pass suddenly from love to 
hatred, and as your youth, beauty, 
and delicate health, are entitled to 
every attention and kindness possi- 
ble, you will not, I trust, mistake 
my motives, when thus, at taking 
leave. I earnestly i>eseech you to be 
cautious ill future, how you attempt 
to raise hopes you are not disposed 
to realize. 

'• That you once 4oved sincerely 
and ardently, I need not be told : 
it was indeed from the united testi- 
mony of various persons, with re- 
tard to your character as a wife, 
•nd your condtct since you ceased 
to.be so, that I was induced to make 
yoo that offer which has since proved 
unsuccessful. 

<* The fortunate man who may be 
deatined to touch your heart, will 
have my best wishes for the conti- 
amance of that life, in- which his 
iMippiness will of course beinvolved. 
*< I have the honour to remain, 
dear Madam, your most sincere 
IHend and servant." 

|i'loreUa excused the mistake of 
Benevolus in favot|r of his sincerity. 
Aqy little resentipent he might have 
felt, evaporated in the gentle re- 
proof of this letter, and she found' 
bim through life, a valuable, disiu« 
ternted, and enlighteded friend. 

JL 

For the Belfast Monthly Magathe. 

'T'HE mere attachment or indii&r« 
"■■ ence that may be showo by 
pafticular persons to particular pur* 
•uits, amounts to very little in es- 
tablishing their worth, or in proving 
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their insignificance. Even the ge- 
tteral current of public opinion should 
not, in all cases, be resorted to as a 
proper rule by which to judge. 

Particular situations in life, and 
particular modes of education, may 
operate very forcibly in giving to 
the mind a particular bias, and there- 
fore it is but reasonable to judge as 
liberally as we can of those, who 
may, from different causes, differ 
from us on some points of argument; 
but I believe' it will be found, on 
careful examination, that greater 
degrees of importance are attached 
to the consideration of some pur- 
suits, than what the subject will 
really admit. In this view 1 con- 
sider the essay «n Music, in the 
Magazine for D(fcember, signed 
" Marcellus," and I would wish to 
make a few observations thereon. 
In. doiog which I desire to. guard 
against a censoriousness or narrow- 
ness of disposition, too generally in- 
dulged when treating of matters 
which do not exactly correspond 
with our ideas, or that may not just 
come up to the .standard we have 
formed. It is neither my business 
nor intention to condemn that writer 
for cultivating, a taste for music; 
neither do I wish to deprive him of 
any gratification he may eiyoy ia 
pursuing his favourite amusement ; 
but I very much object to his man- 
ner of reasoning on the subject, and 
to the conclusions he draws. 

I think facts could be produced, to 
prove that the unqualified assertions 
of which be makes use, are not strict- 
ly justifiable. I cana9t sob^ribe to 
the sound ness of the sentiment, that 
a want of taste in this particular, is 
characteristic of moral depravity. It 
would certainly be an unsafe cri* 
tei;jon by * which to judge the dis- 
position o'f any'man; and as difficult 
to proVe his real character from bis 
possessing or not possessing a taste 
for music. Depravity of character 



